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Bozn: 25 April 19065

Died: 27 July 1950 P
Entered servies from Iowa ' R
Service nusber: N-346 "H-7023086 (AUSY’

FAMILY DATA

Pather: Thomes A. Swmith (deceased)

Eother: (Yary Kemnedy 3mith (deceased)

8iater: Mra, Catherine 3. Horsfield, Epworth, lowa

Sister: Ire. Vereomiea Dagemais, 12544 Maple Avenue, Blue Islapd, Illinsis
Stster: IMrs. Alice Aremsderf, 1248 Lodi Place, Hollyweod 33, California
Brother: Thomss K. Bauith, Epworth, lswa

Brothar: Joseph 8. Smith, HEpworth, Iowa

EDUCATION

Visitation Academy, Dubuque, lowe K aed Coscade High 3chool, Caseade, lowa,
1519-1321 (Course completed while er Pir:simons Cenavral Hospital, Deuver.
Colorado) '

B.E. HMerey Hospital, Dubuque, Iowe, 1923

PROMOTIORS

2od Lieutesant, 10 August 1929, Reserve Army Nurse Corps

Kelieved from active servica (Resarve) 7 September 1232, tsak oath of affice
in Regular Army Burse Corps 10 Septewber 1332 :

let Lisutenant, 235 Harch 1941

Captain (temperary), & Mareh 1344

¥a jor (tespeorary), 23 Jume 1%44

Captain, Regular Arwy, 25 September 1%47 (Date of Ramk,K 10 August [v3-)

Major, Negular Army, 22 Decemder 196&

MILITARY SERVICE

Aug 1925 - May 1934 General duty, Fit:simons Gensral Hospital, Denvar,

Colorado
Jur 1934 - May 1236 General Duty, Tripler Ceneral ‘bepital, Fensluly.

Territory of iHawaitl

May 1:36 - Aug 1:36 inroute Lo the United Stetes; leave
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smarican Red Cross
Alumnae Association of Mercy Hoepiral schwel >f Bursing, Dubuaue Iowae

Geveral duty; later, nurse in Cemitsurinary Cliule;
finally, Chief thwse, 5 April 1941, letterman Ceneral
Hogpital, 3an Franciseo, Californiq

Apsistent Chief Nurse, Hsff General Hospital, 3anta
Barbara, California

Chief Burse, 3tatiem Hespital, Fort William Hemry
Horrisen, Helemas, Montane

Chief Burse, Oskland Ares Station Hospital, Jakland,
€alifornia

Chief Wurse, 125th Camerael Hogpital, Prange
Assistaat Chicf Wurse, 2lat Ceneral Fospital, Prasca

Asaistent Chiaf Murse, 175th GCeveral Hpspital, Reims.
Franea

tspistant Chief Burse for one msath, then, Adwiais
trative Nurse, 12lst Gemeral Hospital, Bremen, Germany

Administrative Burse, 384th Statiem MHoepital, Kassel,
Geymany

Hoaroute to the United States; leave

Bursing Supervisor, Percy Jones Cenevral Nespitsl,
Bettle Creek, Michigen, with three momthe at Brooke
Avmy Wedieal Conter to take a csurse in Wespital
Adwministrat {on

Chief Hurse, 10th Geaersl Hoapital, Fort williaw
MeRinley, Manila, Philippine Islands

' Chief Nurse, 155th Station Wospital, Yokohama, Japan

Killed in airpleme erash

llﬁﬁlw
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ANASDS

Amoricen Defense Service Medal

Amovican Campeign Madal
Eurvopean-African-Middle Basterm Campaign Medal
Forld War 1Y Vietery Modal

Army of Cecupation ledal

The sursiang caveer of Majer Gemevieve M. Smith wes ona of growth and pro-
gress. When she entersd the Eesserve Arwy MNurse Corps in 1929. she had com-
pleted ealy three years of high school study. During her teur of duty at Fic.:
simans Cemarsl Hospital, she finigshed her high school sducation amd wes eligible
to become a mewber of the Regular Arwy Nursa Corps im 1932. While sa genexal
duty at Pitseimons, she exhibdited excellent nursing ability and maintained a
nost admirable relatienship with her fellow workers.

At Tripler Ceneral Hospital, and later at Letterman General Hespital,
Miss Smith was commendad for her cosperaticn, relisbility aud composure. Her
goad ward and clinfie serviece warraated her prometion to Chief Nurse im 1941,

Lieutenant Swmith mext went to Hoff General Hospital in Santa Barbara,
California., Here she lmpressed her superiore with her persenality as well as
with hey efficiemt work, agreesbly performing aany task which ves asked af her

Several momths after aseuming her duties at Oskland Aree Station Hospital,
Miss Smith wvas recoumsaded for promotion to the rank of Captaim. Colomel Alber:
E. McBvers, Commending 0fficer, said that her Jemonstreted faitistive, thorough-
ness, forcefulness and outstamding performance merited sueh promoticon. lMiss
Smith 5 unassumfng wanner sometimes created the lspression that shs lacked conu-
fidence in herself, but her sinecere atteamtion to duty and able supervigion re-
sulted in the suecessful conduet of her wmissiou.

Major 3mith served ecreditably im Burops during World Waz II. A year after
ceasation of hostilicies she returnad to the United $tates aud was assigned to
Perey Jomes Gameral Hospital as Wursing Superviser. Her superior officers,
Lisutenant Colonel B. Valinme Messner, ANC, and Lieutenant Celomel Pauline Kirby,
ANC, considered her alert, well groomed and dignified. They stated that Msjor
Smith grasped sitvationa easily, quickly adapted herself and had a good Laow-
ladge of sdmimistrative proecedures; that ghe commanded respect by har failrness
in dealing with persomnel and by her logical solutica of problams. These oplaions
ware concurred in by Colomel Robert M. Hardaway, Commanding Officer of the hos-
pital.
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thile staticnsd at the 10th Gemeral Hoepital im Manila, Major Smith wae
esteemsd for her a2cel, cossiderstion of others, cheazrfulacss aand tvolerance.
Industrious and aslert, she put her wide baskground of sdminmistrative work s
gaod uge. Besides diresting Army Nurse Corps perseumel, she suparvised female
¢ivilisn employees whoze primery functiom wes the carve of potients.

43 Chief Rurse &t the 155th Scatisn Bospital in Yohohams, Japan, Maier
Suith aghieved a smooth-functioning and highly officient mursing service with
a minfmus of problema presented te the Headguarters. Busimesslilke and theovoughly
professional in bearisg, judicisus in specech and {deas, chas refleected 8 positive
copacity for aecouplishment.

Skertly after the begimming of the Koveen Har, Hejor Smith was chosen to
becoms Chief Hurse of Eighth United States Army In Korem. She logt her life
aan 27 July 1950 when the airplase in which she had departed from Haneds Alr
Basa. Japan cxploded im mid-air nsar Oshime lsland, Japsn after four hsurs in
£light.

Mator Swith's last commanding officer was Colonel James E. Craham, uow
Brigadier Cemeral and Dirsector of Personnal and Trainimg, 0fflece of The Surgeon
General, Hashington, D.C. In his final evaluation of Meior Swith soon after
her untimely death, General Graham called her & "well-trained, wmature aurse
who possessed & pleasing personality and had the ability te pat along well
with paople; outetanding leadershi{p and adminiestrative ability, fair and iust
in all her dealings; cooperative, loyal, and depemdsble.’

During 2 telephone conversation on 13 April 1962, General Grahaw reminisced
abouet CGenevieve Swith. BHe recalled that her position 28 Chief ¥urse did neot
pravent her rolliasg up her sleeves emd going to work like aunynne else. He said
that he had never kamoswn @ zurse who could do "s0 many things so well without
gotiing bogged down.” He called her "a (rewmendovs womén' and sxplained that
she had baen salectsd for the aforemsntionaed iuportant post beeause she ves
‘the most capable persom to organize the nursing servics {n Rorea.

The Historical Unit also contaeted Vivian 3hephaxrd Mpore »f Falls Church,
Yirginis, who retired from the Army Hurse Corps eaz 1 Septewmbar 126L. Wrs.
vpore, wife of Major General Hed D. Moove, Office of The Secretary of Nefeuse,
served se Administrative Assigtent to Major 3mith at ths 1l53th Statisn dospital
in Yokohama. She said that Major Smith wee "one of the most wouderful’ Chief
Burses she bdad wnown, and daemed {t & privilege to have worired uunder her. She
felt that one reason for tha high worale among the nurses was tha faet that
¥Major Smith sever interfeved or held a tight reim 1f the wurses were performiag
thair dutice consciemciously and well. However, {f they falled te live up t2
the high standards vhich she set for them, she did act hesitate Lo vaprimand
thew amd tase eorractive scbion., But even a8s & dimsciplinarian she waa tactful
gand ‘usi, &3 that ahe did nov incur regentment or insubordinat !on.
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Mra. Moove alse vecalled that Major Swich hed 8 premenition of disaster,
saying that she "wouldn 't coms back from Forea.” She was wot afraid of death
but, true te her general charaeter and specific sense of vesponsibiliey, she
hoped to retire at tho end of the Roresm War. Her sieters and brothers haed
been cariasg for their aged sother and she felt that it was new 'her turn” to
shoulder the obligatiom.

Thus the tragedy of 27 July 1930 deprived a fomily in Iowe of a fine end
loyal meaber and cost the Army Rurse Corpe one of Lts moet sutstamding edminia-
trators.




SHITH, CENEVIEVE M.

BEGAR MILITARY SERVIGEs

FORLD WAR II SERVICE:
1944 - 1946

POSTWAR 3.8 « BERVICEs
1946 - 1947

1948

FAR EAST COMMAND:
October 1948

1949

K- 1950

EXCERPTS PROM
EFFICIENCY REPORTSs

M 546 R/A
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10 August 1929 o

Chief nurse 189tk G. H. during Rhineland eampaiyn
zlﬁt Ge Ho .
178¢h @, H. .
12et . K, edninietrative nureing
386th Sta. Hesp,

Surgical supervisor, PIGH
Yard Superviser, PJGH

Hospital Administration Course, MFSS

Prineipal chief nurse, U.8. Aramy Philippine
Scout Hespital, Manila -
Chief nurse, 155th Statien Hespital, Yokoharma -

Acting ehief nurse, 8th Army

&

“A superior nurse. Has e very favorable sppearance.
she is alert, well groemed end dignified. Grasps ,
situations and adapts herself easily. Conscientious
and uaderstands administretive proeedures. . ."

Lt. Cole E. Valine iegsner, &NC

Bremerhaven, Jenuary 1947 -

“This officer is well poised, neat in appearance,
and heg a pleasing personality. She is a thorough
conasgientious worker and commande respest by her
fairnees in dealing with personuel =and her logiecal
solution to problems. « .

ILt. Col. Pauline Kirby, ANC

Perey Jones G. H., April 1948 -

RN,

“This officer is reliable, consgientious, eooperative
and loyal. She earries out administrative details in
and orderly and mecurate manner. S3he has a strong
sengse f duty, exeellent health and character, and 2
pleasant disposition. « « "

MQ Alic@ Jt Rﬁbb@, &ﬁ’&c

Perey Jones, G.H., October 1948
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“This officer has shown a thoroughgoing knowledge of
her profession, is buasinesslike, hms continuous
application to duty, is politic in epessch and ideas,
and generally most dependable. » %

Col. H. M. Nicholson, G/0

155 Statiom Hospital, November 1949

“Has gome quietly about her work, achieving a emooth-
funetioning end a highly efficient nursing service
with & sdnimum of problems presented to headguarters
and is considered s superior administrative amurse.
Her personality is pleasing and at the game time
reflects a positive capeecity for accomplishment, . ."

Col. H. M. Nisholson, C/0

155 Station Hospital, Eay 195C

Well trained, mature nurse, with taet.  «pderwhip,
initiative, coolness, good applieation %o defsil
and routine.

Solves her own problems., Would fight to _get her.

Obtains respect and obedience without causing
resgntment,

Type overyone likes for a friend.

Ingpires pride in the organization.
Thoroughly cooperative.

lies admiration of men and officers alike,
Firm but not overbearing.

Col. H. Y. Wichelson, C/0
155 Station Hospital, ¥erch 1950
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SHITH, CREEVIEVE R/A Date of Births 25 4pril 1905 ;
Epworth, lowa Protestant |
Wothers lirs. Mary (Kennedy) Smith

Fathers Deceased '*“ﬁﬂj:‘%

High SBeheols Dubugue, Ia - 1922
Graduate of Merey Scheol of Nursing, ¥erecy Hospital, Dubugue, Ia. - 1925
Graduate nursing expsriense at $t. Anthony's Hospital, Chieage, Ill. from

1925 to 1929 where she specialized in obetetrical nursing.

Came into 4rmy Wurse Corps as 2nd lt - 10 Auguat 1929
- 1st L$ - 25 Mareh 1941

Capt - 6 sarch 1944

Major AUS -~ 23 Junme 1944

Capt E/A = 25 Sept 1947

Major R/A - 22 Des. 1948

Sinee 1942 she has served in administrative capacity as chief nurse of -
station hespitals in Z/I and overseas.

During %orld Yar II she served in the European Theatre from 4 Ostober 1944 to

10 Ostober 1948, first as ohief nurse of the 189th Gemeral Hospital in the
Rhineland omsmpaign and in the occupation period az assistant chief nursge of e ;
the 21st Gemeral Hoapital, leter the 12lst Gemeral Hospital, snd as aurse 8
administrator with the 386th Stetion Hospital. Upenm her returam to the

U. S. she was in supervisery capacity at Perscy Jones Gemeral Hospital, Bettle

Creek from December 1946 to October 1948, mt whick time che went to FECOM,

Among her assignments there, she was chief nurse of the Philippine Seout

Hospital in Yanila, and later chief nurse at 155th Statien Hospital, Yokohame -

(500 beds)-
Was acting chief nurse, 83th Army, at time reported missing in mction. \



